THE   REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
were to be 'of such length of Stories and thicknesse of Walls
and with such Timber and Materiall for the Nature and quality
thereof and of such dementions and scantlings as by the said
Act . . , is and are set down prescribed and appointed ... to-
gether with the party walls that ought to be between each
Builders ground according to the sayd Act*. It laid down that
the builders were to provide all materials and labour necessary
to complete the houses 'according to the generall rules direc-
ions and prescriptions of the . . . Act', and, passing from the
general to the particular, settled such complicated detailed
work as the balcony looking on to the street, the stall on the
ground floor, and the guttering from the roof, with references
to the provisions of the same Act. Finally the builders were
strictly bound to indemnify Ligoe against all penalties or
troubles which might be sustained by him by reason of the
work failing in any way to conform to the regulations. Even
the amount to be paid was to be finally ascertained through
measurements made by the surveyors appointed under the
Act.
The help given to the citizens by such standardization can
easily be imagined. It eased the arrangement of contracts and
the supplying of materials, lessened the possibility of bad or
fraudulent workmanship, and reduced the time taken in
building. If Ligoe, who was careful to stipulate that the mortar
should be 'without mixture of sifted Rubbish', had felt bound
to treat every detail with the same meticulousness his contract
would have been endless. As it was, he relied on the Act. It
set the standards to be maintained, the City enforced them,
and the private citizen reaped the benefit. Apart from the
improvements made in the general level of housing, and the
sensible reduction in the risk of fire, the new city was actually
rebuilt more rapidly and with greater ease by reason of the
regulations worked out by the King's and the City's commis-
sioners. The burden of enforcement weighed heavily on the
City, but the results were worth far more than the price paid
for them*